As currently understood Atractus latifrons is widely distributed in South America, occurring from Suriname to the east of the Andes in Bolivia. Throughout this widespread distribution, at least three distinct color patterns were previously reported in the literature. Here, we test whether quantitative variation and qualitative distribution of morphological characters are correlated with any color pattern displayed by the species along its range. We recognize three aposematic color patterns (bicolor in monads, tricolor in dyads, and tricolor in tetrads) for A. latifrons. We found no obvious correspondence between these patterns and any character systems analyzed herein. Additionally, we redescribe the holotype of A. latifrons and report on morphological variability (meristics, morphometrics, color patterns, and hemipenis) and geographical distribution (extending its distribution to the state Roraima, Brazil) of the species.
Introduction
The cryptozoic snake genus Atractus Wagler, 1828 is distributed widely in the Neotropical region, occurring from Panama to Argentina (Giraudo & Scrocchi 2000; Myers 2003) . Atractus is the most speciose snake genus comprising about 140 species, but several taxa are still known from small series near their type localities (Passos & Lynch 2011; Passos et al. 2013b) . Despite recent studies focusing on its taxonomy (Passos & Fernandes 2008; Passos et al. 2009a,b,c,d,e; Passos et al. 2010a,b,c; Prudente & Passos 2008 , 2010 Passos et al. 2013a,b,c,d; Schargel et al. 2013) , additional efforts must be made to address instances of morphological variation, geographic range, sexual dimorphism, and ontogenetic change of coloration (Passos et al. 2010a,b,c) . Clarifying these aspects will help solve the taxonomic status for many species within this genus (Passos & Lynch 2011; . As currently understood, Atractus latifrons is widely distributed in South America, occurring in the Amazonian lowlands of Colombia, Venezuela, French Guiana, Suriname, Brazil, and Peru (Peters & Orejas-Miranda 1970; Gasc & Rodrigues 1980; Hoogmoed 1980; Cunha & Nascimento 1983 , 1993 Martins & Oliveira 1993; Passos & Fernandes 2008; Prudente & Passos 2008 ). This species is found in the forest litter of primary and secondary rainforests as well as cultivation fields along the Amazon Basin (Dixon & Soini 1977 , 1986 Hoogmoed 1980; Martins & Oliveira 1993 Silva 2004) .
Günther (1868) described Geophis latifrons on the basis of a single specimen from the municipality of Pebas, department of Loreto, in the northeastern portion of Peruvian Amazon. Boulenger (1894) redefined the genus Geophis Wagler, 1828 and transferred G. latifrons to Atractus. Ahl (1927) described Elaps hertae through a specimen from the locality of Munducuru, along the Manacapurú River near Manaus, in Brazil. Savage (1960) proposed to allocate A. elaps and A. latifrons in the A. elaps species group, characterized by an aposematic coloration and unusual head scale pattern, maxillary dentition, and hemipenial morphology. Peters & OrejasMiranda (1970) placed Elaps herthae in the synonymy of A. latifrons. Dixon & Soini (1977 , 1986 reported on the
